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“Green Infrastructure is a systematically managed network of open space that conserves 
ecosystems and provides associated benefits to human populations. This network includes 
wildlife habitat, water management, air and water quality, climate mitigation, urban 
forestry, urban agriculture, and the public realm infrastructure needed to support healthy 
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Type of land                      
Functional Service 
  P= Primary 
  S= Secondary  
                     
 
Environmental 
                     
 Urban forests S S S S S P P P S S S P S S S S P P S S  
 Stream banks S P P S P S S S S S S S - - S S S S S S  
 Flood plains P P P S P S S S S S S S S S S S S S S P  
 Detention areas P P P S P S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S  
 Buffers S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S P  
 Ridge Lines - - - S P S S S P S P S S S S S S S S S  
 Sensitive Lands  
(steep slopes, 
unsuitable soils) 
S S S P P S S S S S P P S P S S S S S S  
 Ground water 
recharge  areas 
S P S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S  
 Sewer Line R/W S P S S S - - - S S S S S S S S S - - S  
 Planted areas S S S S S P P S P S P P P P S S P P P -  
  
Social 
                                         
 Parks S S S P S S S S P P P P P P P P S P P S  
 Trails S S S S S S S S S P P P S P P P P P P -  
 Sidewalks - - S - - S - S P S S S S S P P P S P -  
 Sensitive Lands  
(Cultural sites) 
S S S S S S S S S S P S P P P P S P S S  
 Urban agriculture S S S S S S S S S - S P S S P S P S S P  
  
Types of land are listed in rows while functions/benefits are identified in columns.  
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4 Rain to Recreation Summary notes- that surveys indicated 80% of the responders would be willing to pay for a 
program that reduced flooding, conserved water quality, restored and protected the natural environment, and provided 
for recreational and educational opportunities. 
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5 Transfer of open space refers to a technique of allowing developers to contribute funds to an account dedicated to 
the acquisition of open space in lieu of fully meeting on site open space requirements. 
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‐ 2008 Parks Department general operating funds come from 3 sources: 
o Parks Fund $36.2 million from a dedicated 10% of tax and license revenues that 
would otherwise accrue to the General Fund 
o $39.6 million from general fund 
o $27.0 million from fees and charges 
Implementation: 
‐ Triple bottom line analysis of public works projects 
‐ Reduce cost of combined sewer overflow by retaining rainfall onsite 
o Public lands focus on green streets 
 Green Streets Program – bio‐swales in street rights‐of‐way 
 Impervious surfaces 
o Private incentives 
 Rain Wise program‐ incentives for property owners to retain and filter 
water from low level storms onsite  
 Design assistance 
 Public education programs 
‐ Development fee‐in‐lieu program that builds a trust fund for stream restoration projects 
‐ Trained planning staff and building inspectors, provided check lists  
‐ Parks Levy (land acquisition, park and trail development) 
‐ Seattle Public Utilities created a design manual of approved techniques 
Time Line: 
‐ 1998 Stormwater Utility created 
‐ 2006 Envisioning Seattle’s Green Future: Open Space Seattle 2100 
‐ 2008  $146 Million Parks and Green Spaces Levy‐ property tax for six years 2009‐2014 
(passed with 59% of voters supporting) 
 
 
 
